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Welcome to Trinity’s gathered community! 
We are together on-site and online!
The people of Trinity Church gather around a table piled high with spiritual food, and 
there is a place for you and everyone at the table, whatever your religious practice may be.  If 
you are at Trinity in person, know that this congregation supports anyone who wears a mask to 
reduce risk of infection. Please feel free to receive communion and participate in the service as 
fully as you want. If you are watching the Facebook Live Stream, you may add comments, 
likes, etc. to the comment section at any time! If you are on-site, you can use your 
mobile device to join the Facebook Live Stream to connect with other worshippers in the 
comment section. Just make sure your volume is all the way down! WiFi internet access 
is publicly available. Use the “Trinity Open” network with the password “Welcome!” 

Trinity Church is a metropolitan house of prayer, a community of worship and spiritual 
inquiry, welcoming all people. Recognizing our common brokenness, yet rejoicing in the 
reconciling love of God through Jesus Christ, we nurture one another in our spiritual life 
together. This communal worship service is many things, including an offering of your prayers. 
You may light a candle on one of the candle walls at any time during worship as a tangible way 
to make that prayer offering, or if you are online, request a candle lighting in the comments, 
and someone on-site will light a candle on your behalf.  If you are not on-site, rest assured that 
your presence online is felt and valued.

Children, with all their sounds and movements, are a welcome part of the gathering 
for worship. It is perfectly appropriate to keep your kids with you in the pew. If your baby or 
toddler would be happier being able to crawl around and play in the care of our fully vaccinated 
nursery attendant, the nursery is also available. You can find the nursery by going through the 
door near the baptismal font in the front right corner of the church. Additionally, there is 
now a Kids’ Corner in the back-right corner of the pews. It is an enclosed and safe space 
for small children (attended by their parents) to play quietly on the floor while staying 
in church. Please note that there is a changing table located in the nursery. Additionally, 
there is a room in the back left corner of the church that has a rocking chair where you 
can attend to your child. 

Name tags are not required, but they sure help! You’ll find sticky tags and markers on a table 
in the red carpet area near the entrance.

Prelude  “Thus saiTh The lord/BuT Who May aBide The day of his CoMing” 
   froM Messiah By g.f. handel     Bass soloisT: Brandon MeCklenBurg

CenTering Prayer 
Let us pray.

God with us, born by Mary’s flesh beyond all convention: give us the faith of Joseph to see 
the Spirit’s work where the world sees only shame; to listen to the promise and waken 
to the cry of life renewed and love reborn; through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come. 
Amen.

If you would like 
to receive more 

information about 
Trinity Church, 
please sign our 

guest book, located 
near the entrance. 

Everyone is welcome 
to enjoy refreshments 

and conversation 
after worship. 

Trinity Church is an 
Episcopal Church 

in the Diocesan 
Partnership of 

Western New York 
and Northwest 
Pennsylvania, 

and is a part 
of the Anglican 

Communion, which 
is based in England, 

but found worldwide. 

Cover image: Detail 
of Gabriel, aka, 

“Winged Woman” by 
L. C. Tiffany Studios

This centering 
prayer is by Steven 

Shakespeare from 
Prayers for an 

Inclusive Church.

Thus saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts,
Yet once a little while and I will shake
The heavens and the earth, 
And I will shake all nations, the heavens, the earth
The sea, the dry land,
And the desire of all nations shall come.
The Lord whom ye seek will suddenly come to His temple,

Even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in,
Behold He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.

But who may abide the day of His coming?
And who shall stand when He appeareth?
For He is like a refiner's fire.
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oPening hyMn “The angel Gabriel from heaven came” 

In spirit or in body, 
the congregation 
stands to sing 
hymns. 
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firsT reading   isaiah 7:10-16

Once more God spoke to Ahaz and said, “Ask for a sign from your God; let it be deep 
as the netherworld, or high as the sky!” But Ahaz answered, “I will not ask! I will not 
put God to a test!” Then Isaiah said, “Listen, O House of David! Is it not enough for 

you to weary those around you, must you also weary my God? Therefore, the Holy One will 
give you a sign: This young woman will become pregnant and will give birth. You will name 
the child Immanu-El. This child will be living on curds and honey by the time it knows how to 
refuse evil and do good.” But before that time—before the child knows how to refuse evil and 
do good—the land of the two rulers you dread will be laid waste.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

eCho “O come, O come, Emmanuel”

Middle reading “Mary’s dreaM” By luCille ClifTon 

winged women was saying
“full of grace” and like.
was light beyond sun and words
of a name and a blessing.
winged women to only i.
i joined them, whispering
yes.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

eCho   “O come, O come, Emmanuel” 
O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily,
to us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

The Bible readings 
are taken from 

The Inclusive Bible: 
The First Egalitarian 

Translation by 
Priests for Equality.

Nobody set out to 
write The Bible. The 

Hebrew Scriptures 
were created over 
many centuries by 

many people to 
record the Jewish 

People’s experience 
of God. The same is 
true of the Christian 
Scriptures, some of 
which were letters 

written to a specific 
audience in response 

to specific needs—
and were then 

found to be helpful 
to the faithful even 
after fulfilling their 

original purpose.

The Middle Reading 
fills the role of a 

Bible reading, but 
it doesn't come 

from the Bible. It is 
our way of trying 

to listen for God's 
ongoing word as it 

is spoken outside the 
limits of the Bible. 

Most often, we turn 
to contemporary 

poets for this 
reading.

Lucille Clifton 
(1936 – 2010) was 
an American poet, 

writer, and educator 
from Buffalo 

(Depew), New York. 
She graduated from 
the State University 

of New York College 
at Fredonia. From 

1979 to 1985 she 
was Poet Laureate 

of Maryland. Clifton 
was a finalist twice 

for the Pulitzer 
Prize for poetry.
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gosPel reading MaTTheW 1:18-25

This is how the birth of Jesus came about. When Jesus’ mother Mary was engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy 
Spirit. Joseph, her husband, an upright person unwilling to disgrace her, decided to 

divorce her quietly. This was Joseph’s intention when suddenly the angel of God appeared in a 
dream and said, “Joseph, heir to the House of David, don’t be afraid to wed Mary; it is by the 
Holy Spirit that she has conceived this child. She is to have a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus, that is, ‘Salvation,’ because he will save the people from their sins.” 

All this happened to fulfill what God has said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with 
child and give birth, and the child will be named Immanuel” (a name that means ‘God is with 
us’.)

When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of God had directed, and they went ahead with the 
marriage. He did not have marital relations with her until she had given birth; she had a son, 
and they named him Jesus.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

eCho   “O come, O come, Emmanuel”
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransome captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

serMon  The rev MaTT linColn

MusiCal refleCTion

affirMaTion of faiTh 
We have heard about you, 
God of all power:
You made the world out of kindness,
creating order out of confusion;
you made each one of us 
in your own image;
your fingerprint is on every soul.
So we praise you.

We have heard about you, Jesus Christ:
the carpenter who left his tools and trade;
the poor man who made others rich;
the healer who let himself be wounded;
the criminal on whom the soldiers spat
not knowing that yours was the face of God;
the savior who died and rose again.
So we praise you.

It is customary (but 
not required) to 
stand for the Gospel 
reading because 
it symbolizes the 
mystical presence 
of Christ.

The  four Gospels 
hold the core of 
Christian spiritual 
wisdom, reflecting 
the earliest stories 
and images of 
Jesus. Like all 
Scripture, they 
are not definitive 
prescriptions but 
narrative stories 
requiring endless 
interpretation.

The sermon invites 
your curiosity and 
thoughtfulness 
about the theme 
of worship, and is 
intended to evoke 
your thoughts rather 
than direct them. 
A recording of the 
sermon is posted to 
the parish website 
each week, usually 
by Tuesday.

In spirit or in body, 
please stand.

This affirmation 
of faith comes to 
us from the Iona 
Community. Like the 
Nicene Creed that 
it reflects, it is an 
expression of faith 
intended as a symbol 
of solidarity with 
other Christians 
throughout history 
but not as a pledge 
of allegiance 
required for 
membership.

Continued on next page
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These prayers are 
an effort to pray 

with one voice even 
though we have a 
diversity of needs 

and hopes.

We have heard about you, Holy Spirit:
You broke the bonds of every race and nation,
to let God speak in every tongue;
you made the disciples drunk with grace;
you converted souls and offered a new kind of wealth;
you showed how love makes all things new
and opens the doors to change and freedom.
So we praise you.
Amen.

CoMMuniTy Prayer

Today’s invitation to pray for each other, the church, and the world is from the Iona Community.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Leader and the People pray this Advent Litany responsively.

Gracious God, as we bring before you the hopes and anxieties, the sadness and celebration of our 
lives and the world we share, we offer them with adventurous hope, trusting that you are doing 
more than we can ask or imagine.

Among the poor, 
among the proud, 
among the persecuted, 
among the privileged, 
Christ is coming, 
coming to make all things new. 

In the private house, 
in the market place, 
in the wedding feast, 
in the judgement hall, 
Christ is coming, 
coming to make all things new. 

With a gentle touch, 
with an angry word, 
with a clear conscience, 
with burning love, 
Christ is coming, 
coming to make all things new. 

That God’s reign might be manifest, 
that the world might believe, 
that the powerful might stumble, 
that the humble might be raised, 
Christ is coming, 
coming to make all things new. 
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Within us, 
without us, 
among us, 
before us, 
in this place, 
in every place, 
for this time, 
for all time, 
Christ is coming, 
coming to make all things new. Amen. 

MusiCal resPonse

The PeaCe
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Now would be a great time to add a comment to the Live Stream!

announCeMenTs

offerTory anTheM  “advenT Carol” By alfred fedak

sharing The oPen TaBle
All are welcome to receive Communion at Trinity Church. No Exceptions! 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to our thanks and praise.
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through 
Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. 
You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out 
from the womb; you brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. 

Continued on next page

Your financial 
support is not 
only a practical 
necessity. It 
can also be a 
very meaningful 
symbolic gesture, 
expressing your 
gratitude for the 
blessings in your 
life and your hope 
for health in the 
world. You can 
place cash or a 
check in the big 
blue urn at the 
head of the aisle or 
donate online here, 
or initiate an online 
donation by texting 
TRINITYBUFFALO 
to 73256. You can 
also get there by 
scanning this 
QR code:

In spirit or in body, 
please stand.

This Eucharistic 
Prayer is from the 
Episcopal Church's 
Enriching Our 
Worship.

Desert blossom as a rose, 
Rising radiant as it grows,
All arrayed in crimson show;
Come to us, O God of hope.

Thirsty land, become a stream,
Flowing fountain, calm, serene,
Clear cascade from heaven above;
Come to us O God of love. Alleluia!

Weakened hands, be now made strong;
Silent tongues break forth in song;
Blinded eyes your sight employ;
Come to us O God of joy.

Soon a pathway shall be found;
For the faithful, holy ground,
Safe from angry warring beast;
Come to us O God of peace. Alleluia!

Sing God's praise, Jerusalem!
Hope, joy, love and peace shall come;
Sorrow, sighing now dispel;
Come to us Emmanuel.

King of glory, soul of bliss,
Everlasting life is this;
Thee to know, Thy power to prove;
Thus to sing and thus to love! Alleluia!

https://onrealm.org/TrinityEpiscopa93948/-/form/give/now
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Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for 
our journey; and so as the morning stars sing your praises, we join the heavenly beings and 
all creation as we shout for joy: 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a people 
to yourself, as a light to the nations; you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of 
promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming 
of your reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 
you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to 
the glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us, Jesus took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, gave to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, 
broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper Jesus took the 
cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this 
cup is the New Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And so remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 
ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has 
formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us 
the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a 
people of hope, justice, and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in 
the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.
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We are 
following a 
pattern of going 
back and forth 
between using 
an alternative 
interpretation 
of the Lord’s 
Prayer for a 
few weeks and 
then using the 
traditional 
Prayer Book 
version for a 
few weeks.

This version 
of the Lord’s 
Prayer was 
written by 
Monica Furlong 
(1930-2003), a 
British author, 
journalist, and 
activist.

Jesus revealed 
a new, personal 
sense of 
relationship 
with God by 
addressing God 
as something 
like “Papa.” 
Always feel free 
to use your most 
meaningful 
name for God 
in saying the 
Lord’s Prayer.

The blessing is 
from the Church 
of England’s 
Common 
Worship.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship 
you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 
Blessed are you now and forever. Amen.

Now, as Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
God, who cares for us,
The wonder of whose presence fills us with awe.
Let kindness, justice and love shine in our world.
Let your secrets be known here as they are in heaven.
Give us the food and the hope we need for today.
Forgive us our wrongdoing
as we forgive the wrongs done to us.
Protect us from pride and from despair
and from the fear and hate which can swallow us up.
In you is truth, meaning, glory and power,
while worlds come and go.
Amen.  

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread.
Were not our hearts burning within us as we walked along the road?

reCeiving CoMMunion 
For those of you online, you may partake in communion using your own bread and wine or any substitutes 
that are meaningful to you.

For those in the building, you have several options: 1) stay in your place and receive communion from a 
communion kit that you picked up in the entrance to the church, or 2) bring a communion kit with you to 
the gathering near the altar and receive it in the company of others, or 3) come up to the altar and receive a 
piece of pita or a gluten-free rice cracker, or 4) come up, receive a piece of pita and ask the celebrant to dip 
it in the chalice so you can receive the wine as well. 

Prayer for The road
Let us pray:
God of new beginnings,
the veil between us thins as we draw near 
around your wisdom and table.
Strengthen and renew us,
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit;
and may your light so shine through us
that all may welcome your coming presence.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, Emmanuel. Amen.

Blessing
May God keep you in all your days.
May Christ shield you in all your ways.
May the Spirit bring you healing and peace.
May God the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from you
and pour upon you blessing and light. Amen.
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hyMn  “sTar Child”

disMissal
Go now on an adventure of faith, hope, and love, meeting Christ in the world. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

PosTlude  “finale froM Trio in g” By JosePh haydn

Some of the music in this service used with permission to podcast/stream/reproduce under OneLicense, 
License #A-700776. Other music from Church Publishing (Hymnal 1982; Wonder Love & Praise; Lift 
Every Voice and Sing II) is reproduced under a license from RiteSong. All rights reserved.

In spirit or in body, 
the congregation 

stands to sing 
hymns. 

Our spiritual 
practice is renewed 

as we leave here and 
begin again to work 
the promises of the 

covenant.
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More announCeMenTs - see inserT

 

Don’t get your tinsel in a tangle. Join us instead. 
Come to our Friend·raising/Greening of Trinity potluck 
luncheon. On Sunday, December 18, immediately after our 
Lessons and Carols service, meet us in the Chapel for lunch and 
fellow/friendship as we transform Trinity into a Christmas 
Wonderland awaiting the birth of our savior. 
Check out our online signup to support our effort for a fun-
filled, family potluck. We welcome all donations including soup*, 
chili*, rolls, crackers, cheese, beverages, (hot and cold) chips, 
and sweets. You might even choose to donate pizzas to add to 
the festivities. There will be music and occasional singing and 
frivolity. *electrical current will be available if you choose to bring 
a crockpot to keep your meal warm. The Chapel will be getting 
set up during the service, but you can drop off your donation 
prior. Elaine Fantini will be there to coordinate by 9:45am. 

The more the merrier! 

         
Use your camera app to scan 
this code to go to the sign-up 
sheet or see Colleen O’Neill 
for help. 



All services are in person AND online:
Sunday @10:30am     In-person worship while live streaming on Facebook and 

YouTube. The Sunday online Live Stream service remains 
accessible as a video recording on Trinity's Facebook and 
YouTube pages after the service is over. 

Sunday @7:00pm  Featuring poetry and jazz, in person in the Chapel and on 
Zoom

Wednesday @Noon Prayer and holy conversation, in person and on Zoom
Thursday @7pm     The wisdom and fellowship of 12-Step recovery, in person and 

on Zoom 
Email your request for a link to the Zoom worship services here. 

sTaff

The Reverend Matthew R. Lincoln, Rector
mlincoln@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 2

Krista Seddon, Director of Ensembles; 
Pianist
krista@kristaseddon.com
www.kristaseddon.com

Paul Cena, Organist and Choir Director
prcena@verizon.net

Jeffrey Tooke, Cyber Sacristan

Colleen O'Neill, Parish Administrator and 
Director of Children's Ministries
coneill@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 1

Jennifer Frey, Office Volunteer
clerical@trinitybuffalo.org

Rich Mpelezos, Facility Manager
rmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org

Sarah Caputi, Caretaker
Denise Lanzilotta, Caretaker
Jay Mpelezos, Caretaker

Dale Worwa, Facility Cleaner
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Kayla Kisenwether, Senior Warden
John Gillespie Jr, Junior Warden 
Bing Sherrill, Treasurer 
Elaine “Gretchen” Lodick, Clerk
John Alduino
Erickson Contreras
Judy Fitzgerald
Edward Fries 
Timothy Lane
Megan McElfresh
JoAnne Sundell
Jeffrey Tooke

Choir MeMBers

Laura Munson, Section Leader
Cheryl Fisher
Elaine "Gretchen" Lodick
Christina Kinney
Suzanne Fatta, Section Leader
Gretchen Brand
Sue Doherty
Laura Schleicher, Section Leader
Carol Siracuse
John Clayton, Section Leader
Dan Galley
Steve Shanley
Brandon Mecklenburg, Section Leader 
Timothy Lane
Tom Owen
Ignacio Villa

Today’s Worship Team

Greeters: Judy Fitzgerald, Phoebe McKay
Readers: Shirley Hudders, Margot Banta, Susan Doherty
Guest musicians: Claire Fisher, violin; Nancy Baun, cello
Welcome ambassador: Debbie Osborne
Bakers: Debbie Osborne, Shirley Hudders
 

https://www.facebook.com/Trinitybuffalo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDuFI_eZ3XRfBOogkNhQ0bw
https://www.trinitybuffalo.org/copy-of-matt-lincoln-contact-page
http://www.facebook.com/TrinityBuffalo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDuFI_eZ3XRfBOogkNhQ0bw
https://www.instagram.com/trinity.church.buffalo/

