
Vestry 2023 Elections and Annual Meeting on Sunday Feb 5 

It's  time to vote for our new Vestry members. You can do so now through Sunday, Feb 5 
@noon. Everyone who considers themselves to be a member of Trinity is welcome to vote. 
This year we are electing 1 warden and 4 vestry members. Be sure to attend the 
annual meeting on February 5 @11:30am to learn what's been going on at Trinity. 
Go to: https://www.kindridgiving.com/App/Form/
633f55bc-7f81-4ff1-9265-8c11c9986108 to vote or click on the QR code.
You may notice that there are the same number of candidates as there are vestry 
openings. It is still important that you take the time to vote. Your vote indicates that 
you do support these people representing you on the vestry.

John Gillespie, Jr.
Sr. Warden Candidate 2023
I have been an active member of Trinity since moving to Buffalo in 2000.  I 
have served on vestry including as  warden during the transition to Matt's 
leadership.  My wife Catherine and I organized 7 medical mission trips to El 
Salvador.  We have 3 children and 6 grandchildren most of whom can ski 
better than their grandfather.

John Alduino
Jr. Warden Candidate 2023
I have been attending Trinity since 2017. Prior to moving to Western New York, I 
lived in several places in Ohio and was very active in Episcopal church life 
serving as Senior Warden in Xenia, Ohio and on Vestries in Springfield, 
Worthington and Youngstown. I am currently semi-retired and work part-time as 

the Community Outreach Coordinator for the WNY BloodCare Foundation. I have over 30 
years of executive non-profit public health experience. I live in the Town of Tonawanda with my 
wife Amy and 14-year-old Jamie. I currently serve as President of the Ken-Ton Kiwanis, on the 
boards of Friends of Youth and the Center of Glass and Light, and volunteer with Wheels for 
Workers 716.

Emily Carlin
Trinity Vestry Candidate 2023
I'm a Buffalo native, and I have been a member of Trinity since moving back to 
Western New York in 2017. I majored in Logic at Smith College and have 
master’s degrees in philosophy and information science from Indiana University 
and the University of Missouri. I'm the medical librarian for Sisters of Charity, 
Mount St. Mary's, and Niagara Falls Memorial Hospital. I live in Amherst with my 
husband Fan and our daughter Zoe.
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Chris Cuccia
Trinity Vestry Candidate 2023
Greetings!  My name is Chris, and I currently live in the Elmwood Village.  I was 
raised Roman Catholic and hadn’t been to church in several years.  Starting to 
visit churches in the neighborhood, I went to explore several faiths in the area 
before finding my way into the Church of the Ascension.  My first day there, 
everyone was welcoming. I enjoyed the sermon and said to myself that I found 
my new home on Sunday.  As my luck would have it, during coffee hour on my 

first day, it was announced that Ascension would close in the coming months.  After 
Ascensions closing, I was briefly at the Church of the Good Shepherd, where I officially joined 
the Episcopal Church.  They had no permanent priest at the time, so I went exploring for 
another parish in the area.  This is when I went to Trinity one Sunday morning and have been 
here since. We have a great group at Trinity.  I look forward to seeing everyone on Sunday, 
lighting candles for our folks online, and our monthly lunch after service.

Sue Doherty
Trinity Vestry Candidate 2023
I have been a member of Trinity Church for over 40 years. I taught Sunday 
School for many years, volunteered with our major fundraisers; the White 
Elephant Sale and later our yearly Auction. I traveled to El Salvador on three 
mission trips with other members of Trinity. Prior to the pandemic I was part of 
a group from Trinity that volunteered at Hamlin Park school. Currently I sing in 
our choir. As a docent with Explore Buffalo, I have started giving tours of our 

church—I think it is important to share our beautiful spaces with others! What initially attracted 
me to Trinity is also what keeps me here as a member: a welcome and inclusive community. 
No matter where you are in your spiritual journey there is a place for you here. As a vestry 
member I would like to work to welcome others in the community to experience our hospitality 
and beautiful campus. 

Jeff Tooke
Trinity Vestry Candidate 2023
I came to Trinity a few years ago while searching for a church after leaving a 
Catholic parish where I was part of the music ministry for nearly twenty years.  
Trinity has been a blessing and beacon of the inclusion of the Episcopal Church, 
and I am grateful that I have found a home at Trinity.  Before the pandemic, I 
served as a reader and chalice bearer.  Now I am the Cyber Sacristan (“the live 

streamer behind the curtain”) for the Trinity morning service, a co-facilitator of the Trinity 
discussion group, and treasurer for the Center of Glass and Light.


